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Charleston Area Regional Transportation Authority 

PUBLIC NOTICE: CARTA2020-01 
 
Charleston Area Regional Transportation Authority (CARTA) is seeking proposals from respondents to 
implement digital display signage to present real-time transit arrival information for service at CARTA 
bus stops and shelters. The digital display signage will integrate with an existing AVL /CAD system to 
receive real-time data on vehicle locations and present the information to passengers on digital display 
signage. 
 
The proposed system shall be scalable over its estimated lifetime to support additional digital displays at 

other locations and transit facilities without replacement of initially installed components, including 

both hardware and software components. Further, it must be capable of integrating with the existing 

AVL/CAD system used by CARTA for its fixed route fleet. 

The deadline for respondents to submit written questions is 3:00 PM on April 23, 2020. All written 
questions shall be sent to jasonm@bcdcog.com and will be answered in a written addendum and posted 
on www.ridecarta.com 
 
The deadline for receipt of proposals is 3:00 P.M. on May 7, 2020. 
 
All Proposal responses should be mailed or delivered to: 
 
 

BCD Council of Government 
Attn: Jason McGarry 

5790 Casper Padgett Way 
North Charleston, SC 29406 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: The deadline shown above 3:00 P.M. on May 7, 2020 is extremely important. The completed proposal must have been physically received 
on or prior to that deadline. If you plan to have your proposal delivered other than by personal delivery, please remember that even though the 
proposal may be postmarked prior to the deadline, if it is not received by the deadline time and date, it absolutely cannot be considered.  
Proposals that do not include all required Addendum and any required documents absolutely cannot be considered.   

mailto:jasonm@bcdcog.com
http://www.ridecarta.com/
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
CARTA was created in 1997 by adoption of a mutual agreement by the following jurisdictions: 
Charleston County, The City of Charleston, The City of Hanahan, and The City of Isle of Palms, The City of 
North Charleston, The Town of Kiawah Island, The Town of Mt. Pleasant, and The Town of Sullivan’s 
Island.   
 
CARTA provides public transportation services within the member jurisdictions, with the authority to 
determine scope (routes, equipment, and facilities) and standards of the service to be provided. CARTA 
is subject to the regulations of the US Department of Transportation (DOT), Federal Transit Authority 
(FTA), South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT), and federal, state and local laws. 
 
1.1 PROPOSAL SCHEDULE 
 
Proposals shall be solicited and evaluated by the following schedule: 
 
Publish/Release Solicitation    April 7, 2020 
Deadline for Written Questions    April 23, 2020 by 3:00 PM 
Deadline for Proposals     May 7, 2020 by 3:00 PM 
   
A. Submission 
One (1) digital, One (1) original, and four (4) copies (not in 3-ring binders) of the Proposal shall be 
submitted no later than 3:00 PM EST on May 7, 2020, to the following address: 
 
  BCD Council of Government 
  Attn: Jason McGarry, Procurement/Contracts Administrator 
  5790 Casper Padgett Way 
  North Charleston, SC  29406 
 
Any proposals received after the scheduled deadline on the closing date will be immediately disqualified 
in accordance with CARTA policies. 
 
Proposals shall be submitted in a sealed box or envelope that is labeled with the Respondents name and 
identified as containing a Proposal responding to RFP #CARTA2020-01 
 
No oral, facsimile, telegraphic proposals or subsequent modifications to such proposals will be 
considered except as specified herein. 
 
B.  Addenda  
In the event it becomes necessary to revise any part of the RFP, addenda will be provided to all 
respondents who received or requested the RFP document from CARTA.  Any Addenda issued MUST be 
signed and included with your proposal. 
 
C. Proposal review process 
The procurement of will be in accordance with CARTA and other applicable federal, state and local laws, 
regulations and procedures. 
 
Proposals shall be submitted as set forth in this RFP. The selection committee will review and evaluate 
Proposals in accordance with the requirements and instructions contained in this RFP. 
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Following evaluation of the proposals, the Selection Committee may sub-select finalist who may be 
invited to participate in an interview, if necessary. 
 
1.2 INSTRUCTIONS AND GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
A. Respondents Responsibility 
Respondent shall fully acquaint itself with the conditions relating to the scope and restrictions attending 
the execution of the services under the conditions of the RFP. The failure or omission of a Respondent to 
acquaint itself with the existing conditions shall in no way relieve it of any obligation with respect to the 
proposal submitted by the Respondent to any contract resulting from this RFP. 
 
B. Duty To Inquire 
Should a Respondent find discrepancies or omissions in this RFP, or should the Respondent be in doubt 
as to the meanings, the Respondent shall at once notify CARTA in writing prior to the last day for written 
questions. If additional clarification is warranted, a written addendum will be sent to all persons or 
respondents receiving this RFP.   
 
C. Signature Requirements 
Only authorized officers eligible to sign contract documents will be accepted. Consortiums, joint 
ventures, or teams submitting proposals, although permitted and encouraged, will not be considered 
responsive unless it is established that all contractual responsibility rests solely with one contractor or 
one legal entity.  This proposal should indicate the responsible entity. Respondents should be aware that 
joint responsibility and liability will attach to any resulting contract and failure of one party in a joint 
venture to perform will not relieve the other party or parties of total responsibility for performance. 
 
D. Waiver 
By submission of its proposal, the Respondent represents and warrants that it has sufficiently informed 
itself in all matters affecting the performance of the work or the furnishing of the labor, services, 
supplies, materials, or equipment called for in the solicitation; that it has checked the proposal for errors 
and omissions; that the prices and costs stated in its proposal are intended by it; and, are a complete 
and correct statement of its prices and costs for providing the labor, services, supplies, materials, or 
equipment required. 
 
E. Confidential Information 
All proposals received become the exclusive property of CARTA. At such time, as a Contract is agreed to 
by the contractor and the Board, all proposals submitted will become a matter of public record and shall 
be regarded as public records, with the exception of those elements in each proposal which constitute 
confidential and proprietary information or trade secrets as those terms are used in S.C. Code Ann. §§ 
11-34-410 and 30-4- 40(a)(1) and which are so marked as “TRADE SECRET,” “CONFIDENTIAL” or 
“PROPRIETARY.” However, proposals which indiscriminately identify all or most of the proposal as 
exempt from disclosure without justification may be released pursuant to a freedom of information 
request. CARTA shall not in any way be liable or responsible to any Respondent or other person for any 
disclosure of any such records or portions thereof, whether the disclosure is deemed to be required by 
law, by an order of a court, or occurs through inadvertence, mistake, or negligence on the part of CARTA 
or its officers, agents, or employees. Any legal costs associated with determination of what is excluded 
or included in a public records request is at the expense of the Respondent. 
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Offerors should not simply mark their entire proposal as Confidential or exempt from Freedom of 
Information Act. Doing so will result in CARTA’s making an independent determination of confidentiality 
or exemption. CARTA further hereby disclaims any responsibility for any information which is disclosed 
as a result of Offerors such independent determination of confidentiality or exemption necessitated by 
the Offerors failure to properly follow this section. 
 
F. Revisions to RFP 
The CARTA reserves the right, when necessary, to postpone the times in which proposals are scheduled 
to be received and opened, and to amend part or all of the RFP. Prompt notification of such 
postponement or amendment shall be given by the CARTA to all perspective Respondents who have 
requested or received copies of the RFP. Receipt of all addenda must be acknowledged in the proposals 
received by CARTA. 
 
G. Withdrawal of Proposal 
No proposal may be withdrawn after the proposals have been opened. 
 
1.3 RESERVED RIGHTS/LIMITATIONS OF FUNDING 
 
All Respondents are notified that the contract for this service is contingent upon Federal and State 
appropriations. In the event that funding is eliminated, decreased, or not granted, CARTA reserves the 
right to terminate any RFP accordingly. CARTA makes no representations that any contract will be 
awarded to any Respondent responding to this RFP.  
 

 CARTA reserves the right to waive any minor irregularities in any or all proposals. 

 CARTA reserves the right to reject all proposals and re-solicit or cancel this procurement to be in 
the best interest, without indicating any reason for such rejection(s). 

 CARTA also reserves the right to enter into a contract with any Respondent based upon the 
initial proposal or on the basis of a best and final offer without conducting interviews. 

 
1.4  PROTEST PROCEDURES 
 
Any prospective Respondent or contractor who is aggrieved in connection with the solicitation of a 
contract may protest to CARTA. Any such protest must be delivered in writing within five days of the 
issuance of the RFP. Or within five days of the amendment there to if the amendment is the issue. A 
protest must set forth all specific grounds of protest in detail and explain the factual and legal basis for 
each issue raised.  
 
1.5 COST OF PROPOSAL PREPERATION 
 
CARTA shall not be responsible for any cost or expense incurred for preparation of the proposal in 
response to this RFP. Respondent shall not include such expenses as a part of the price proposal. CARTA 
shall be held harmless and free from any and all liability, claims, or expenses whatsoever, incurred by, or 
on behalf of any person or organization responding to this RFP.  
 

1.6  PROHIBITED INTEREST 
 
No member, officer, employee of CARTA, or members of their boards during his/her tenure or one year 
thereafter, shall have any interest, direct or indirect, in any resultant contract or the proceeds 
thereafter. 
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1.7 TAXES 
 
CARTA is a tax-exempt entity so they should be excluded from proposals. The Respondent should be 
aware that S.C. Code Ann. 12-8-550 requires withholding a percentage of payments made to certain 
nonresidents conducting business in South Carolina. Inquiries concerning S.C. Code 12-8-540 should be 
addressed to Withholding Section, South Carolina Tax Commission, PO Box 125, Columbia, SC 29214. 
 
1.8   NOTICE TO PROCEED 
 
The Respondent shall be issues a written Notice to Proceed. Any services provided prior to receipt of 
this Notice to Proceed shall be at the sole risk and expense of the Respondent. 
 
1.9  LABOR PROVISIONS 
 
South Carolina is a right-to-work state. The successful Respondent shall be responsible for compliance 
with all applicable requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5333(b) 
 
1.10 TERMS 
  
The Contract resulting from this RFP shall be for two (2) year, and CARTA, at its sole discretion, has the 
option to renew the Contract for one year increments up to three (3) additional years.  
  
2.0 SCOPE OF WORK 

 
2.1 GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK PROVISIONS 
 
It is CARTA’s desire to procure Digital Display Signage that meets or exceeds the technical specifications 

set forth in this document and is as close to a standard off-the-shelf, service-proven system as possible.  

The selected vendor shall be responsible for providing a complete, fully operational and integrated 

Digital Display signage system and shall serve as systems integrator for all components and interfaces 

(internal and external). The vendor is also responsible for all connections and terminations where their 

equipment integrates with existing CARTA equipment and communication systems.  

The following tasks are required of the digital display signage vendor to be completed: 

2.2 BACKGROUND 
 
CARTA uses the Swiftly AVL/CAD system for managing its fixed route fleet of buses. AVL system data is 

transmitted between Swiftly and its buses over the existing cellular data networks.  

The proposed Digital Display signage will receive a data feed from the existing AVL system which will 

contain the data elements required to provide real-time transit arrival information on digital displays. 

There will be two different types of display signage: 1) LCD monitors as digital displays that are installed 

at transit hub stations, and 2) touch screen kiosk digital displays that are also installed at bus stops and 

shelters. Bus stops and shelters with digital display signage shall also provide buttons that enable 

annunciations of real-time transit information for the visually impaired. 
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The signs must be compatible with a range of Bus Rapid Transit ITS systems as well. 

2.3  Task 1: Digital Display Signage System Design 

The vendor will be responsible for procuring, installing, configuring and testing all hardware and 

software required. Proposed system must be compatible with all future revisions and 

software/hardware versions for entire life of contract. Any upgrades or patching required to bring newer 

hardware or software into production must be included as part of this entire contract life. All 

communication between Digital Display signage system equipment must be through the main AVL 

server. 

 As part of the system design, the vendor will be required to utilize in-place communications 

infrastructure at bus stops and shelters for transmitting real-time transit information to digital displays 

from the central software required for digital display management. 

2.4  Task 2: Digital Display Signage System Hardware Installation  

The vendor will be responsible for the installation of all digital signage. Upon field installation and 

configuration of digital signs, the vendor will be responsible for testing all digital display signage system 

hardware components and sub-components and ensuring interfaces are working properly.  

2.5 Task 3: Digital Display Software Installation  

The vendor shall grant CARTA the right to use all software and firmware provided under the contract 

and will not impose any licensing restrictions on interfacing data to or from the digital display system 

software. CARTA shall be the owner of all software data. The vendor shall provide for hosting of the 

content management software. Hosting services, monthly service fees, maintenance, and licensing for 

the software shall be provided for the duration of the warranty period for all digital display signage 

system software. CARTA shall have the option to extend the duration of software hosting beyond the 

system warranty period to be negotiated with system vendor at future periods. The vendor is 

responsible for obtaining all permits from the jurisdictions (municipal or SCDOT). 

 
2.6 Task 4: Digital Display System Integration with AVL System  

The vendor shall be responsible for completing the integration of the Digital Display signage system with 

CARTA’s AVL system for receiving real-time transit information, and shall serve as systems integrator for 

all components and interfaces (internal and external). Successful completion of Digital Display System 

Integration shall be achieved upon the successful completion of the thirty-day System Acceptance 

Testing period. 

2.7  Task 5: System Acceptance Testing  

All materials furnished and all work performed under this specification shall be inspected and tested. 

Should any inspections or tests indicate that specific hardware, software, or documentation does not 

meet the specification requirement, the appropriate items shall be replaced, repaired, upgraded, or 

added by the Vendor as appropriate to correct the noted deficiencies at no cost to CARTA. The Vendor 
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will be required to submit a test plan and procedures for each of the following types of tests. The 

following information must be included in each Test Plan:  

 Test schedule;  

 Identification of all tests to be performed, the purpose of each test and the identification of the 

functional requirement(s) being tested; 

 Identification of hardware and software to be tested; 

 Description of test procedures;  

 Description of measures of effectiveness or pass/fail criteria;  

 Description of the methods and equipment used to record the test and test results;  

 Description of the corrective actions and re-testing procedures; and  

 Identification of special testing conditions.  

All test plans and test procedures shall be submitted to CARTA for approval. CARTA and/or its 

designee reserves the right to witness any or all tests, without charge, and may include a check for 

compliance with all requirements set forth in this document and the resulting contract. The Vendor 

will provide reasonable notification to CARTA and/or its designee of all tests, but in any case, not 

less than five (5) business days. 

2.8  Task 6: Digital Display Signage System Training  

The vendor shall provide a comprehensive training program that enables CARTA’s employees to operate 

and maintain the system. The training plan shall assume training for CARTA system operators and IT and 

maintenance personnel. Training topics shall include:  

 Digital display signage operator training;  

 Hardware training for IT and maintenance personnel (maintenance and troubleshooting);  

 System administration training including 3rd party interfaces (i.e. GTFS data feed, APIs); 

 
 The vendor shall provide a detailed training plan in conjunction with the overall project schedule. The 
plan will provide a description and duration of each course. All training will be conducted onsite at 
CARTA’s facility. Course instructors must have prior training experience and intimate familiarity with all 
aspects of the systems, training materials, and training aids. Additional training shall be provided by the 
Vendor at no cost to CARTA under the following circumstances:  
 

 Major modifications to the software and/or hardware made after the initial training due to 

system(s) defect(s) and/or upgrade(s) within two (2) years of installations; and  

 Delays in systems deployment after initial training for which the Vendor is responsible. 

 

2.9  Task 7: Digital Display Signage System Warranty  

The Vendor will provide a three (3) year service and warranty policy on all components of the system 

including equipment, services, and software purchased under this contract. The warranty period will 

begin following final system acceptance by CARTA. Vendors are required to identify their service facility 
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in their proposals. CARTA reserves the right to approve or reject the service facility specified by the 

Vendors.  

A complete copy of the vendor’s warranty shall be included in the proposal. Vendor shall provide a 

single point of contact for all warranty administration during the warranty period. The Vendor shall 

provide any software updates and patches for the current version at no cost to CARTA during the 

warranty and support period. 

Ongoing Support and Maintenance - The vendor shall provide ongoing user and technical support for a 

period of 3 years as part of the warranty period. 

2.10 Technical/System Specifications  

The following are meant to be the minimum technical specifications which CARTA will accept as a 

portion of the RFP for Digital Display Signs. 

Digital Bus Stop/Shelter Signage 

 Solar Powered 

 Capability to mount to any bus stop pole or shelter 

 Rugged for extreme outdoor environments 

 Options for 10”, 13”, or 32” displays 

 Grayscale  (up to 300 dpi) 

 180 degree viewing angle 

 Energy efficient 

 Edge illuminated 

 Remote management capability 

 Tamper Resistant 

 ADA Compliant 

 

Interactive Kiosk 

 Real-time information 

 Route maps and schedules 

 Trip planning 

 Minimum 55” display 

 Touch technology 

 Minimum resolution 1920 x 1080 

 Wi-Fi, cellular, Ethernet with offline capability 

 Tamper Resistant 

 ADA Compliant 

 

Infotainment Signs 
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Infotainment Signs will be used on CARTA buses to provide real time traveler information, including 

infotainment. Kiosks/Information Signs will be installed by Vendor and will be mounted inside the 

CARTA buses. 

 Screen size: 20-24” 

 Display must support HDMI or DVI input 

 Anti-glare glass 

 AVL system feed 

 Remote display software 

 GPS-triggered functionality 

 Ruggedized 

 Remote management capability 

 Tamper Resistant 

 ADA Compliant 

 

3.0   SELECTION CRITERIA/SCORING PROCESS 
 

The following criteria will be used in evaluating the proposals: 
 
Submittals will be evaluated on the basis of the following, with pricing information being 
factored into the scoring only after all other criteria has been scored and recorded. Each factor 
has been assigned a pre-established weight to reflect its relative importance. 
 
1. Qualifications and Experience. This will be evaluated on the vendors experience as a 

whole in the depth of understanding of the work, completion of similar work, innovative 
applications, and knowledge of best practices. (30 points) 

 
2. Features and benefits of proposed product (40 points) 
 
3. Service and Warranty (10 points) 
 
4. Price (20 points) 

 
4.0   FEDERAL CONTRACT CLAUSES 
 
No Federal Government Obligation to Third Parties 

CARTA and Contractor acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the Federal 
Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying Contract, absent the express 
written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to this Contract and 
shall not be subject to any obligations or liabilities to the Recipient, Contractor or any other party 
(whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from the underlying 
Contract. The Contractor agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in 
part with Federal assistance provided by the FTA. It is further agreed that the clause shall 
 
False Statements or Claims Civil and Criminal Fraud 

The Contractor acknowledges that the provisions of the Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986, as 

amended, 31 U.S.C. § 3801 et seq. and U.S. DOT regulations, "Program Fraud Civil Remedies," 49 C.F.R. 
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part 31, apply to its actions pertaining to this Project. Upon execution of the underlying contract, the 

Contractor certifies or affirms the truthfulness and accuracy of any statement it has made, it makes, it 

may make, or causes to be made, pertaining to the underlying contract or the FTA assisted project for 

which this contract work is being performed. In addition to other penalties that may be applicable, the 

Contractor further acknowledges that if it makes, or causes to be made, a false, fictitious, or fraudulent 

claim, statement, submission, or certification, the Federal Government reserves the right A-55 to impose 

the penalties of the Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986 on the Contractor to the extent the 

Federal Government deems appropriate. The Contractor also acknowledges that if it makes, or causes to 

be made, a false, fictitious, or fraudulent claim, statement, submission, or certification to the Federal 

Government under a contract connected with a project that is financed in whole or in part with Federal 

assistance originally awarded by FTA under the authority of 49 U.S.C. chapter 53, the Government 

reserves the right to impose the penalties of 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and 49 U.S.C. § 5323(l) on the Contractor, 

to the extent the Federal Government deems appropriate. The Contractor agrees to include the above 

two clauses in each subcontract financed in whole or in part with Federal assistance provided by FTA. It 

is further agreed that the clauses shall not be modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be 

subject to the provisions. 

 

Access to Third Party Contract Records 

Contractor agrees to provide CARTA, the FTA Administrator, the Comptroller General of the Unites 

States or any of their authorized representatives access to any books, documents, papers and records of 

Contractor which are directly pertinent to this contract for the purposes of making audits, examinations, 

excerpts and transcriptions. Contractor also agrees, pursuant to 49 C. F. R. 633.17 to provide the FTA 

Administrator or his authorized representatives including any PMO Contractor access to Contractor's 

records and construction sites pertaining to a major capital project, defined at 49 U.S.C. '5302(a)1, 

which is receiving federal financial assistance through the programs described at 49 U.S.C. ''5307, 5309 

or 5311. 

 

Contractor agrees to permit any of the foregoing parties to reproduce by any means whatsoever or to 

copy excerpts and transcriptions as reasonably needed. 

Contractor agrees to maintain all books, records, accounts and reports required under this Agreement 
for a period of not less than five years after the date of termination or expiration of this Agreement, 
except in the event of litigation or settlement of claims arising from the performance of this Agreement, 
in which case Contractor agrees to maintain same until CARTA, the FTA Administrator, the Comptroller 
General, or any of their duly authorized representatives, have disposed of all 
 
Changes to Federal Requirements 

Contractor shall at all times comply with all applicable FTA regulations, policies, procedures and 

directives, including without limitation those listed directly or by reference in the agreements between 

CARTA and FTA, as they may be amended or promulgated from time to time during the term of this 

Agreement. Contractor's failure to so comply shall constitute a material breach of this Agreement. 

 

Termination 

Termination for Default 
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CARTA may, by written notice of default to the Contractor, terminate the whole or any part of this 

contract if the Contractor fails to perform the service within the time and manner specified herein or 

any extension thereof or if the Contractor fails to perform any of the other provisions of the contract, or 

so fails to make progress as to endanger performance of this contract in accordance with its terms; and 

in either of these two circumstances does not cause such failure to be corrected with a period of five (5) 

days (or such longer period as the Executive Director may authorize in writing) after receipt of notice 

from the Executive Director specifying such failure. 

 

If the Contract is terminated in whole or in part for default, CARTA may provide, upon such terms and in 

such manner as the Executive Director deems appropriate, services similar to those so terminated.  The 

Contractor shall be liable to CARTA for any excess costs for such similar services, and shall continue the 

performance of the contract to the extent not terminated under the provisions of this clause. 

If after notice of termination of this contract under the provisions of this clause, it is determined for any 

reason that the Contractor was not in default under the provisions of this clause, the rights and 

obligations of the parties shall be the same as if the notice of termination had been issued pursuant to 

termination for convenience of CARTA. 

 

The rights and remedies of CARTA provided in this clause shall not be exclusive and are in addition to 

any other rights and remedies provided by law or under this contract. 

 

Termination for Convenience or Suspension for Convenience  

CARTA may, for its convenience, suspend or terminate the work in whole or in part at any time by 

written notice to Contractor stating the extent and effective date of such suspension or termination, 

whereupon Contractor shall suspend or terminate the work to the extent specified. 

If this Agreement is suspended, Contractor may be issued a change order to reflect any schedule 

adjustment, and all reasonable and demonstrable costs incurred by Contractor due to any such 

suspension.  CARTA shall pay all outstanding balances scheduled for payment for charges incurred prior 

to the effective date of suspension. 

 

If this Agreement is terminated by CARTA for convenience, CARTA shall be responsible for all eligible 

costs, expenses, and profit incurred by Contractor in connection with the Project prior to the effective 

date of termination 

 

Civil Rights 

1. Federal Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Requirements. These include, but are not limited to:   

 a. Nondiscrimination in Federal Public Transportation Programs. 49 U.S.C. § 5332, covering 

projects, programs, and activities financed under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53, prohibits discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation and gender identity), 

disability, or age, and prohibits discrimination in employment or business opportunity.  

 b. Prohibition against Employment Discrimination. Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 

amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e, and Executive Order No. 11246, “Equal Employment Opportunity,” 

September 24, 1965, as amended, prohibit discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color, 

religion, sex, or national origin.  
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2. Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 

20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. and implementing Federal regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in 

Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance,” 49 C.F.R. part 25 prohibit 

discrimination on the basis of sex.  

3. Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Age. The “Age Discrimination Act of 1975,” as amended, 42 U.S.C. 

§ 6101 et seq., and Department of Health and Human Services implementing regulations, 

“Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Age in Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance,” 

45 C.F.R. part 90, prohibit discrimination by participants in federally assisted programs against 

individuals on the basis of age. The Age Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA), 29 U.S.C. § 621 et 

seq., and Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) implementing regulations, “Age A-25 

Discrimination in Employment Act,” 29 C.F.R. part 1625, also prohibit employment discrimination 

against individuals age 40 and over on the basis of age.  

4. Federal Protections for Individuals with Disabilities. The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as 

amended (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq., prohibits discrimination against qualified individuals with 

disabilities in programs, activities, and services, and imposes specific requirements on public and private 

entities. Third party contractors must comply with their responsibilities under Titles I, II, III, IV, and V of 

the ADA in employment, public services, public accommodations, telecommunications, and other 

provisions, many of which are subject to regulations issued by other Federal agencies. 

 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)  
This Contract is subject to the requirements of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 26, 
Participation by Disadvantaged Business Enterprises in Department of Transportation Financial 
Assistance Programs.  
 
The Contractor shall maintain compliance with “DBE Approval Certification” throughout the period of 
Contract performance.  
 
The Contractor shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the 

performance of this Contract. The Contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 CFR Part 26 

in the award and administration of this DOT-assisted Contract. Failure by the Contractor to carry out 

these requirements is a material breach of this Contract, which may result in the termination of this 

Contract or such other remedy as CARTA deems appropriate. Each subcontract the Contractor signs with 

a Subcontractor must include the assurance in this paragraph (see 49 CFR 26.13(b)). 

 

Incorporation of FTA Terms 

This Agreement includes, in part, certain Standard Terms and Conditions required by DOT, whether or 

not expressly set forth in this Agreement. All contractual provisions required by DOT, as set forth in FTA 

Circular 4220.1F, dated March 2013LIt, are hereby incorporated by reference. Anything to the contrary 

herein notwithstanding, all FTA mandated terms shall be deemed to control in the event of a conflict 

with other provisions contained in this Agreement. Contractor shall not perform any act, fail to perform 

any act, or refuse to comply with any CARTA requests which would cause CARTA to be in violation of the 

FTA terms and conditions. 

 

Debarment and Suspension 
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If this Contract is in excess of $100,000 the terms of the Department of Transportation regulations, A 

Suspension and Debarment of Participants in DOT Financial Assistance Programs@, 49 C.F.R. Part 29 are 

applicable to this Project.  No firms or persons ineligible there under shall be utilized in the project.  The 

Contractor shall comply, and assure compliance by each of its subcontractors at any tier, with the 

provisions of Executive Orders Nos. 12549 and 12689, ADebarment and Suspension@, 31 U.S.C. sect 

6101 note, and U.S. DOT regulations on Debarment and Suspension at 49 C.F.R. Part 29. 

 

Buy America 

The contractor agrees to comply with 49 U.S.C. 5323(j) and 49 C.F.R. part 661, which provide that 

Federal funds may not be obligated unless all steel, iron, and manufactured products used in FTA funded 

projects are produced in the United States, unless a waiver has been granted by FTA or the product is 

subject to a general waiver. General waivers are listed in 49 C.F.R. § 661.7. Separate requirements for 

rolling stock are set out at 49 U.S.C. 5323(j)(2)(C) and 49 C.F.R. § 661.11. 

 

Resolution of Disputes, Breaches, or Other Litigation 

Disputes arising in the performance of this Contract that are not resolved by agreement of the parties 

shall be decided in writing by the authorized representative of CARTA. This decision shall be final and 

conclusive unless within [10] days from the date of receipt of its copy, the Contractor mails or otherwise 

furnishes a written appeal to the Executive Director of CARTA. In connection with any such appeal, the 

Contractor shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard and to offer evidence in support of its position. 

The decision of the Executive Director shall be binding upon the Contractor and the Contractor shall 

abide be the decision. 

 

Unless otherwise directed by CARTA, Contractor shall continue performance under this Contract while 

matters in dispute are being resolved. 

 

Lobbying 

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:  

1. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to 

any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of 

Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection 

with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal 

loan, the entering A-48 into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, 

amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  

 

2. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for 

influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an 

officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this 

Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit 

Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions. 

 

Clean Air 
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Contractor agrees to comply with all applicable standards, orders or regulations issued pursuant to the 

Clean Air Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq. Contractor agrees to report each violation to CARTA 

and understands and agrees that CARTA will, in turn, report each violation as required to assure 

notification to FTA and the appropriate EPA Regional Office. 

Contractor also agrees to include these requirements in each subcontract exceeding $100,000 financed 

in whole or in part with Federal assistance provided by FTA. 

 

Clean Water 

Contractor agrees to comply with all applicable standards, orders or regulations issued pursuant to the 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. Contractor agrees to report 

each violation to CARTA and understands and agrees that CARTA will, in turn, report each violation as 

required to assure notification to FTA and the appropriate EPA Regional Office.  Contractor also agrees 

to include these requirements in each subcontract exceeding $100,000 financed in whole or in part with 

Federal assistance provided by FTA. 

The Contractor agrees:  

1) It will not use any violating facilities;  

2) It will report the use of facilities placed on or likely to be placed on the U.S. EPA “List of Violating 

Facilities;”  

3) It will report violations of use of prohibited facilities to FTA; and  

4) It will comply with the inspection and other requirements of the Clean Air Act, as amended, (42 U.S.C. 

§§ 7401 – 7671q); and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended, (33 U.S.C. §§ 1251-1387). 

 

Prompt Payment to Subcontractors 

1) The Contractor is required to pay all Subcontractors for all work that the Subcontractor has 
satisfactorily completed, no later than five (5) business days after the Contractor has received 
payment from the Authority.  

2) In addition, all Retainage amounts must be paid by the Contractor to the Subcontractor no later than 
fourteen (14) business days after the Subcontractor has, in the opinion of the VP Construction, 
satisfactorily completed its portion of the Work.  

3) A delay in or postponement of payment to the Subcontractor requires good cause and prior written 
approval. 

4) The Contractor is required to include, in each subcontract, a clause requiring the use of appropriate 
arbitration mechanisms to resolve all payment disputes. 

5) The Authority will not pay the Contractor for work performed unless and until the Contractor ensures 
that the Subcontractors have been promptly paid for the work they have performed under all 
previous payment requests, as evidenced by the filing with the Authority of lien waivers, canceled 
checks (if requested), and the Contractor’s sworn statement that it has complied with the prompt 
payment requirements. Prime Contractors must submit a prompt payment affidavit, (form to be 
provided by the Authority) which identifies each subcontractor (both DBE and non-DBE) and the date 
and amount of the last payment to such subcontractor, with every payment request filed with the 
Authority, except for the first payment request, on every contract with the Authority. (See below 
for Prompt Payment Affidavit developed by CTA). 

6) Failure to comply with these prompt payment requirements is a breach of the Contract, which may 
lead to any remedies permitted under law, including, but not limited to, Contractor debarment. In 
addition, Contractor’s failure to promptly pay its Subcontractors is subject to the provisions of 50 ILCS 
505/9. 
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Energy Conservation 
Contractor agrees to comply with mandatory standards and policies relating to energy efficiency which 
are contained in the state energy conservation plan issued in compliance with the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act. 
 
National Intelligent Transportation Systems Architecture and Standards.   

To the extent applicable, the Recipient agrees to conform to the National Intelligent Transportation 

Systems (ITS) Architecture and Standards as required by SAFETEA-LU § 5307(c), 23 U.S.C. § 512 note, 

and follow the provisions of FTA Notice, “FTA National ITS Architecture Policy on Transit Projects,” 66 

Fed. Reg. 1455 et seq., January 8, 2001, and any other implementing directives FTA may issue at a later 

date, except to the extent FTA determines otherwise in writing 

 

ADA Access 
 Facilities to be used in public transportation service must comply with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.; DOT regulations, “Transportation Services for Individuals with Disabilities 
(ADA),” 49 C.F.R. part 37; and Joint Access Board/DOT regulations, “Americans with Disabilities (ADA) 
Accessibility Specifications for Transportation Vehicles,” 36 C.F.R. part 1192 and 49 C.F.R. part 38. 
Notably, DOT incorporated by reference into Appendix A of its regulations at 49 C.F.R. part 37 the Access 
Board’s “Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines” (ADAAG), revised July 2004, which 
include accessibility guidelines for buildings and facilities. DOT also added specific provisions to 
Appendix A of 49 C.F.R. part 37 modifying the ADAAG with the result that buildings and facilities must 
comply with both the ADAAG and the DOT amendments. 
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PROPOSAL COVER SHEET 
 

  
Legal Name of Organization____________________________________________ 
  
  
Authorized Signer: ___________________________________________________  
  
  
Title:  _____________________________________________________________  
  
  
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________ 
  
  
Physical Address (If Different):__________________________________________   
  
  
Telephone Number:  __________________________________________________  
  
  
Fax Number:  _______________________________________________________   
  
  
Contact Person Name:  ________________________________________________   
  
  
Contact Person Title:  _________________________________________________  
  
Entity Type:    ( ) Corporation  ( ) Sole Proprietor   
   
            ( ) Partnership   ( ) Other   
  
Is Responder a HUB?   ( ) Yes   ( ) No   
  
Certifying Agency:  ___________________________________________________  
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APPENDIX A  

Having carefully examined the Request for Proposal, attachments and related documents, the 

undersigned proposes and agrees to provide the specified services in accordance with the specifications 

described in the RFP. 

Item/Service:       Cost: 

__________________________________       _______________________  

__________________________________       _______________________  

__________________________________       _______________________  

__________________________________       _______________________  

__________________________________       _______________________  

__________________________________       _______________________  

__________________________________       _______________________  

 

Receipt of Addendum (if any)  

1. ________________   ________________________________  

    Authorized Signature  

 

2. ________________   ________________________________  

    Authorized Signature  
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ATTACHMENT A 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, 

INELIGIBILITY and VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION 
LOWER TIER COVERED TRANSACTION 

 
(To be submitted with all bids or offers exceeding $25,000.) 
 
(1)  The prospective lower tier participant (Bidder/Contractor) certifies, by submission of this bid 

or proposal, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for 
debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction 
by any Federal department or agency. 
 

(2)  The prospective Bidder/Contractor also certifies by submission of this bid or proposal that all 
subcontractors and suppliers (this requirement flows down to all subcontracts at all levels) 
are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or 
agency. 
 

(3)  Where the prospective lower tier participant (Bidder/Contractor) is unable to certify to any of 
the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation 
to this bid or proposal. 
 
 

The lower tier participant (Bidder/Contractor),_____________________________ , certifies or affirms 
the truthfulness and accuracy of this statement of its certification and disclosure, if any. 
 

SIGNATURE________________________________ 
 

TITLE_____________________________________ 
 

COMPANY_________________________________ 
 

DATE_____________________________________ 
 
State of___________________ 
County of__________________ 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this_________ day of___________ , 20___ . 
 

Notary Public___________________________ 
 
My Appointment Expires__________________ 

 

 


